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cc OF , sau avec ta ; 
Che levying of taxes is, thus, almost exchisively reserved to the House of Commons, whe, #7 ts 


‘i 3 . ; 
presumed, Will not’tax themselves nor their fellow subjects, without being first Convineed of the necessity 


z of the aids which they grant. ‘The apfptication also of the public supplies, 1s watched with the same 
circuimspection as thevassessment, the expenditure of all the taxcs being accounted for in the Mouse of 
“ Commonsi+—Parex: Book VL.,Chap. VIL. i 
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MR. PITT'’S CASE. ‘* "That it appears to.this House, that suffi- 

: wy : 4 “* clent seeurities were produced for the re- 
(Continued from p. 890 and 897 J <€-paymentiof..the said amarok, 4euceo) 
Before we enter on the continuation of | “ that it was afterwards repaid. by instal- 
this discussion, it will be proper to take no- | “ ments, the last of which was. received in 
tice of what took place, relative to the sub- | « January, 1708; and that no interest was 
ject, in the House of Commons, on Friday | ‘ paid thereon by the said Messrs. Boyd, 
last, the 14th instant, which, it will be re- | “* Benfield, and Co,.——4. That no memo- 
collected, was afler the writing ot the re- | ‘ randum or entry of any kind of the said 
marks in page, 897, Xc. above referred to. | “ transaction appears to have been pre- 
Mr. Whitbread, at the close of a speech served, and that no act of indemnity for 
of considerable length, movedfour Resoru- | ‘ the persons concerned im such transaetion 
tions, as follows :—* 1. That in Septem- | ‘ has been obtained.” Upon these reso- 
** ber, 1790, Messrs. Boyd, Benfield, and }- lutions bemg severally proposed, the previous 
‘* Co, being then contractors for two loans | question was put, and carried without a divi- 
““ inthe progress of paynrent, did represent |. sion: that ts to say, wpon Mr. Whitbread’s 
‘¢ to: the Right Honourable Wilhiam Pitt | moving the firstresplution, a member on the 
‘“« and the Right Hononrable Lord Viscount |. minister's side rose aud called upon the 
‘© Melville’ their inability-te make good an. }, House to decide, not whetlier the resclution 
‘< instalment, fallitig due ‘on the oth day of }- should.be adopted or, rejected, but whether 
** September, 1790, on’aceount-of the ge-| it should then de put as a question to the 
“* neral cmbarrassments at that-time, affect- | House. ‘Llvis, which is called the * pre- 
“* ing both pubdic and private credit, and the | ‘ vious question,” is the naode resort{l to 
‘* particular line 6f conduct adopted at the | in order to, aveid the express acknowledg- 
« Bank, of limiting their accowimodations |. ment of any thing which caynot be denied, 
“in the way of discount: 2. That ‘the | er, atdeast, in the denial of which it is sup- 
“« Right Honourable William Pitt beingim- | posed a paajority will not concur,” Thus 
** pressed, as stated by him,-with the belief | were these resolutions, thouga a mere state- 
** of the importance and urgent necessity, | ment of tacts, and though expressed with 
“© with a yiew to essential public interests, | astonishing mildaes;,.get rid of; and, in 
** of granting reli¢fto the said Mesers. Boyd, |» their stead, the following resolution was 
‘* Benfield, aud*Co. for the purposes of | adopted.——~‘ ‘hat the measure of advan- 
“. making good the said instalment, and no { “ cing 40,0001. to Messrs. Boyd and Co. 
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*€ other ameaus suggesting themselves by | “ upon unquestionable securities, which 


€ which much public mischief might be | “ have -been regularly discharged, was 
* prevented, and having understood from | ‘‘ adopted for the purpyse of averting con . 
«© the Right “Honourable Lord Viscount | ‘* sequences which might have proyed high- 
‘*. Melville, the Treasurer of the Navy, tlrit | ‘ ly injurious to the tinancigl and commer- 
‘‘ the sum of 40,0001., which, together | ‘“« cial interests of, the country, and, al- 
<$ with other ‘suiris, had beet: issued fromr | “ thoughnot conformable to law, appear- 
« the Exchegver, and placed tothe ctedit ; “ ed, at the time, to be called fur by the 
‘© of the said Lord Viscount Melville, at the | ‘* peculiar exigencies of public affairs.” 
‘: Ban of England, as “Treasmrer of the | Whereupon it was ordered, ‘* That leave be 
“« Navy; for navy services, might be spared | ‘ given to bring. in a bill to indemnify all 
“ swithout inconventejice, provided'ungues- | ‘* persons-concerned in advane\ng 40,0C0 1. 
‘* tlonable sccunties Were obttined for the | * to Messrs. Boyd, Denheld, and. Company, 
<* repayment of the sane withii'a short pes | ** in 1706, oat of monies issued fof naval 
“¢ ed ane eoncatie t8 the advance 6f te- services; and that, My.Tienry Lascelles, 
7 9001, whiclhad beemissued | “* Mr.-Astoruey General, ve Solicitor Ge- 
Aces ag nforesaid foe said bo“ merah, Shy: Ve dsitbee: is, and Lord 
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‘« bringin, the same.” It was a saying 
of Lord Northington, that a man had ** bet- 
‘© ter be damned than indemnified ;” and, 
as his Lordship, doubtless, meant political/y, 
there can, I think, be little objection to the 
sentiment. Nevertheless, I am far from 
thinking that enough has been done in this 
case. The mere humiliation of Mr. Pitt is 
no satisfaction tome. I confidently expect- 
ed to.see the House of Commons place upon 
record some signal mark of its disapproba- 
tion of so flagrant a breach of the law, espe- 
cially in a case where the pudlic money had 
been lent without interest, and that, too, fo 
some of its own memlers. 1 confidently ex- 
pected this; but, though my expectation 





has been disappointed ; though the result of 


the discussion of Friday, which has produced 
general surprise, has been, with me, a sub- 
ject of deep regret; though I confess my- 
self severely mortified at what has taken 
place, Iam by no means disposed to slacken 
my exertions. It.is not when the game is 
abundant and easily obtained that chearful- 
hess and activity are valuable in the pursucr. 
It is the /ast brake that hides the hare, and 
she needs entertain but little fear of the ene- 
my whom disappointment renders i!l-tem- 
pered, or sluggish. So, amongst politicians, 
it is not the yelper, whose head is constant- 
ly in air, waiting tora view or afuli ery, thet 
a corrupt minister, or system, has to dread: 
:tis he who has fixed on his object, who 
goes on steadily in pursuit of it, who-has 
chosen it as the labour of his lite, and who. 
as far as that object is concerned, knows not 


‘ the feeling of weariness, and is exempted 


trom the influence of despair and of disgust. 
Tn returning to the ease of Mr. Pitt, the 
point which we have next to consider, is, 


‘ whether, as is pretended, the loan to Boyd 


and Benfield prevented, or was intended to 
revent, “a great public mischie/.”—And, 
first, let it be observed here, and Jet it be 


‘ ‘kept constantly in view, that this affair has 


come to figkt, not by way of acknozwledce- 
ment, but byi way of detection. 
ter, instructed, no doubt, by his principal, 
first made discovery in his evidence of the 
4th of June, 1804. (See Parl. Debates, 
Vol, HL. p. 1196.) Lord Melville contirm- 


éd Trotter's statement in his letter to the 
Commissioners, dated at Wimbledon, 30th 
June, 1804. The motive, by which these 
gentlemen were actuated in the making of 
this dj 





covery, ad in thus involving Mr. 
eesefoss violation of the law,” 

but, I think, it will 
c} Cf ‘ Ye a rN Y~, ’ had Lord Mels Li 
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ney paid back by him, we should have heard 
nota single word upon the subject; and, 
Lord Melville's friends may think, verhaps, 
that we never should have seen such creat 
exertions made in his behalf by Mr. Pitt and 
his adherents. But, whatever may have 
been the motive of Lord Melville in making 
the discovery, and of Mr. Pitt in defending 
his Lordship after the discovery was made, 
there appeats no good and honourable mo- 
tive for the transaction’s having been so long 
kept a secret. The “ accommodation” to 
Boyd and Co. some people persist in-calline 
by a very ugly name; but, if it was an ac- 
comimodation, intended to prevent “ a great 
‘« public mischief,” as Messrs. Pitt and Lone 
aver; if it did, too, really prevent a great 
public mischief, as they insist it did, w hy 
keep the accommodation so profound a se- 
cret? Were ‘there in the Cabinet no bo- 
soms as worthy of confidence as those of 
Lord Melville, Mr. Long, and Mr. ‘Trotter? 
Three men highly worthy of Mr. Pitt's con- 
fidence, I allow; but, how came they to be 
more worthy than the members of the king's 
cabinet? It has been observed before, aud it 
can never be too often repeated, that, after 
there was, upon public grounds, no longer 
the slightest pretext for secrecy, the secret 
was Closely ‘kept. Public credit was re- 
stored, or, rather, it was set at defiance, 
gold disappeared; paper became, in fact, a 
Jegal tender; a new ewra commenced as to 
the currency and credit of the country. Why 
was not the transaction made known then ? 
‘The house of Boyd and Co, failed. ‘They 
could be no longer affected by the discovery. 
Why was it not made known then ? Must we 
nct conclude ; are we not compelled to con- 
clude, that, by the parties concerned, it wis 





_regarded as a transaction that would not 


bear the light ? But,“ in point of fact” 
(to borrow the favourite phrase of the ‘* Se- 
** Jac Commattée”) was this accommodation 
necessary to prevent a great public mischiel : 
The Committee, who, it will be remeimber- 
ed, was, in part, composed of Lord Castle- 
reagh, Sir William Scott, Lord Dunlo, Mr. 
Foster, Mr. Leycester, and the Master ot 
the Rolls, say that it was necessary; but, to 
me, judging from the evidence that has bee? 
published, ‘it clearly appears, that the “ a- 
** commodation”’ was not at all necessary 10 
any purpose of public good, The Commit 
tee, alter describing the nature and extent-0: 
Boyd's concerns with the public, or rather 
the minister ; after stating the embarrassed 
state of’ commercial credit. at the time the 
accommodation was given ; after tracing '° 
transaction down to the time when the loan- 
jobbers received the public money in © 
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change for their pawns; after this the Com- | 


mittee say: ‘* under these circumstances, at 
** some time before the oth of Septen:zber, 
‘© 1790, Mr. Boyd appears to have repre- 
“«< sented to Lord Meiville and Mr. Pitt, the 


“* great pecuniary difheulty and embarrass-. 


«* ment of his house ; that the Bank had re- 
“* fused to discount their bills, and that, 
‘* with ample securities in their hands, they 
** were not enalled to raise money to pay tiie 
“< next instalment on the loan, which was 
“© neatly due, and requested immediate pe- 
“* cuiliary assistance for the purpose of com- 
** pleting their engagements to government. 
‘¢ ———It appears to your Committee, that 
** in addition to these engagements to go- 
** vernment, Messrs. Boyd and Company 
** had large payments to make on account 
“© of the Emperor of Germany ; that they 
** paid, on the 31st of October, 1790, a sum 
“ of £186,340. 13s. 1. on account of the 
*« Director of the Eniperor’s finances at 
** Vienna; and that, in the whole of the 
“* same year, they remitted, on the same ac- 
** count, sums amounting to 4,60G,500. 9. 
** It appears also in evidence, that it would 
*< have teen difficult, and perhaps IMPOS- 
“« SIBLE, for Messrs. Boyd and Company 
** to have procured advances upon the secu- 
** rities in their possession (which we shall 
** hereafter mention) or to have converted 
** them into cash ; that a> payment of 15 
** per cent. on the loan of 18,000,000 1. was 
“* due on the oth of September; and that, 
* had they brought to niarket such a pro- 
** portion of their serip as was necessary to 
*¢ raise the said sum of 40,0001. in order to 
** make good their engagement, the proba- 
“* ble consequences would have been, to in- 
** crease the discount on scrip, which at that 
‘ time amounted on the Joan of April, from 
“© 13 to 15 per cent. to affect injnriously the 
** credit of Boyd's house, especially if it had 
*< transpired that their necessities compelled 
‘«* them to make such disadvantageous sales, 
‘© and must thereby have had a general ten- 
«« dency to augment the embarrassment of 
«« public credit. It has also been stated in 
* evidence to your committee, that if a 
** failure in the loans then in progress of 
“* payment, had been occasioned, either in 
«© the whole or in part, by the circumstan- 
“© ces ahove stated, the deficiency could not 
«< have been supplied by a fresh loan (had 
“* it been necessary to resort to such a mea- 
«* sure) except upon terms of very consiler- 
“© able loss and disadyantage to the public.” 
—— All this juggling work between minis- 
ters of state and Jews aud jobbers ;_ this pros- 
tration of law; these means of low grovel- 
ling influence, wit! be noticed, ‘and will 
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serve to illustrate my meaning, when, in re- 
suming my Letters to Mr. Pitt on the causes 
of our national decline, I shall enter fully 
into the etlects of the paper-money system. 
At present we must confine ourselves to. an 
observation or two upon the judgment given 
by the committee, in the above quoted pas- 
sage. I have read the evidence, the whole 
ot the evidence, with great attention, and, if 
the reader has done the same, I appeal to 
him, whether it does ‘* appear” that Boyd 
and Benfield, *‘ with amp/e securities in their 
‘* hands, were not alle to raise money to pay 
** the next instalment on the loan.” | dp- 
peal to him whether it does ‘‘ appear in evi- 
*¢ dence, that it would have been difficult, 
‘* and, perhaps, IMPOSSIBLE, forAlessrs. 
“* Boyd and Company to have procured ad- 
“* vances upon the securities in their posses- 
“* sion.’ Mr. Goldsmid, whose biographers 
tell us that he was once visited by the King, 
during the Pitt ministry; that ‘ respecta- 
** bie’ Jew did, indeed, tell the Committee, 
that the times were such that there was no 
depending upon any thing very derye in the 
way of discount. But we must do the Jéw 
the justice to observe, that he does not ap 
pear to have seen fhe sceurifies, or to have 
known of what sort they were; and, if the 
Israelite had known, that almost three 


|. fourths of the securities consisted of bulls on 


the Treasury and Victuelling Office, wiih 
only from str weeks lo two months to run, is 
it not likely that he would have declared, 
that, amongst his own tribe, discounts to a 
hundred times fhe amount might have been 
instantly obtained ? Mr. Newland, the Cash- 
ier at the Bank of England, to whom a list 
of the securities was shown, tells the Com- 
mittee, that he thinks them such as the dank 
would have discounted. Mr. Drummond, a 
partner in the house of Boyd and Co, has no 
doubt (see his evidence in the preceding 
sheet) that the securities might have Leen dis- 
counted, and that the serip might have been 
sold. Some of both might have been sold 
he says. In his evidence on a subsequent 
day, he does, indeed, qualify what he bere 
said ; but, this qualification, instead of wea! « 
ening, strenethens what was before stated ; 
for, atter havine taken time to reflect on all 
the difficulties of the times referred to, he 
positively says, “‘ it was, nevertheless, a/- 
© ways possibleto sell funded property, sertp, 
 &6 ata greater or less discount.” lieadds, 
however, ‘* thatthe best mercantile securi- 
‘© ties, bills of exchange of undoubted cre- 
« dit and solidity, and even the acceptances 
« of government and the East-Jndia Com- 
« pany, when at LONG DATES, became, 
“ in a great measure unavailable, thatisto 
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“« say, that they could not be discounted at 
« recat interest.” Now observe, all the 
pawns, lodged, or said to be lodged, by 
Boyd in the hands of Mr. Pitt and his ac- 
complice, consisted of government or East- 
India securities. If, theretore, they had all 
been at ‘© long dates,” the only harm that 
would have arisen to Boyd, if Mr. Pitt had 
refused him the loan, would have been, the 
payment of something more than /egal in- 
terest ; but, as it has already been. stated, 
the securities were not at “ long dates,” the 
‘* accommodation” having taken place on 
the gth of September, and of the bills about 
11,0001, out of the 40,0001. being payable 
at the Treasury or at the Victualling Office 
on the 28th October, the 11th and the 20th 
of November, next following, which, as was 
siid before, Jeft them only trom szx weeks to 
dvo months torun. Sure am I, therefore, 
that I may safely appeal to the reader 
whether it does ‘* appear in evidence 
‘‘ that it would heave been difficult, and, 
‘© herhaps, IMPOSSIBLE, for Messrs. 
** Boyd and Company to dave procured ad- 
‘© vances upon the securities in their posses- 
** sions’ and, I think, I may venture to 
encourage him to look confidently forward 
to the day, when this appeal will appear not 
to have been made in vain. Should it, 
however, after all that has been said, be al- 
lowed, that the alleged necessity did exist, 
how does Mr. Pitt appear in his character of 
jinancier 2? In his character of ‘* first fi- 
nancier in the world,” as his servile and now 
ridiculous flatterers call him, and in which 
character both himself and his adherents 
seem to have quite forgotten to provide an 
excuse forhim? We may allow, that the 
“* accommodation” to Boyd and Benfield 
Was necessary; Wwe may allew, that, such 
was the state of public credit, that money 
was not to be obtained upon government se- 
curities having six weeks or two months to 
run; we may allow, that the public credit 
was within 40,0001. of annihilation, and 
that so pressing was the exigency, that there 
was not, as is alleged, time either to inquire 
into the state of Boyd's affairs or to consult 
the cabinet; we may allow, that things 
were actually arrived at that point, when it 
became a question with the minister, whe- 
ther he. should break through all the laws 
made as a check upon his conduct, whether 
he should withdraw money destined by act 
of parliament to the service of the navy 
aud Jend it, without interest, to members 
of that-very house of parliament where the 
law had originated, and that, too, at a time 
that naval bills of exchange were daily dis- 
honoured fer waat of money wherewith to 








discharge them ; when, in short, it became 
a question with him, whether he should 
suffer public credit to be destroyed, or des- 
troy in effect, the constitution : it is possi- 
ble to find men. ready to allow all this, but, 
I think, that even such men would begin to 
doubt of the justice of the pretensions of 
the minister, under whose sway so lamenta- 
ble and disgraceful a state of things had 
arisen, and who began his career with this 
modest prognostication.. ‘* How happy am 
** I in having to perform a task so difterent 
** from any of my predecessors! Instead 
‘* of expending the money of the people, 
** T shall have the great good fortune fo di- 
** minish their turdens ; and, I am wncom- 


.** monly happy in flattering myself, that 


** my name will be inscribed on-that firm 
“* column, now about to be raised to public 
“ credit, national faith, and natwnal pros- 
“ perity.”*. Much did he say, on the same 
occasion, against the abuses in the expendi- 
ture of the public money ; against fraudu- 
lent contracts, and dirty jobs; and, I dare 
say, those who sat lifting up their eyes in 
ecstasy at his wonderous wisdom and more 
wonderous purity, would not have hesitated 
a moment to condemn, as a seditious libeller, 
any one who should have ventured to predict, 
that this same minister would, in the space of 
ten years, reduce public credit to such a state 
that, in order to prevent “a public emlarrass- 
ment of a most sertous and alarming nature, '} 
in order to prevent the danger of disatling 
the government from making another loan,} 
he would be compelled to resort to a gross 
violation of the law, and even to the ending 
of the public money, without interest, to 
meml-ers of parliament. Aye, would they! 
They would have condemned such a man 4 
a seditious libeller ; and, very likely, would 
have sentenced his work to be burnt by the 
hands of the hangman! But, if we 
should be willing to sacrifice the character of 
the financier in order to preserve that of the 
purist, we shall find our endeavours unavail- 
ing for, by a reference to the Parliamentary 
proceedings of the day, it will appear, from 
Mr. Pitt’s own declarations, repeatedly 
made, that, either he intentionally misled 
the House of Commons, or, he regarded 
public credit as being in no danger whatever, 
at the very time, when, accerding to his 
present representation, it was in a state the 
most alarming that can well. be conceived. 











* On proposing the establishment of that 
grand source of popular delusion, common 
ly called the Sinking fund, on the 29! of 
March, 1786.——} [lis own words. See 


p. 865.——+ Ibid. 
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The reader will remember, that it was near- 
ly the middie of September, 1796, when, 
in order to prevent, according to Mr. Long, 
‘* a great public mischief,” the “ accommo- 


dation” was given to Boyd and Benfield. 


Mr. Pitt has, in ‘his evidence before the 
Committee, described the state of public 
credit to he such, that, had he not lent 
40,600 1: of the public money to Boyd and 
Benfield, ‘* the embarrassment that it would 
+ have occasioned to the public service would 
« have been of a most serious ant alarming 
“© nature ;” he has declared that it would have 
‘« affected the yeneral credit of the counsry 
“* toavery great and serious exient’ ; and 
he has further declared, that if Boyd and 
Benfield had been unable to make good the 
instalments upon their share of the loan 
then in the course of payment, there would 
have been ‘* great danger of rendering the 
‘* fulfilment of any future contract to be 
“* made with other parties, in a considera- 
‘* ble degree precarious and uncertain.” In- 
deed, public credit is exhibited in as deplora- 
ble alight as possible. One would think, 
at hearing this evidence, that Mr. Pitt and 
his friends were speaking of occurrences 
during the administration’ of some political 
enemy. Such is their present description of 


the state of public credit in the middle of 


September 1796. ‘The parliament (a new 
one) assembled cn the 27th of, the saine 
month; and, on the 6th of October, the 
House of Commons, after a debate of some 
Jength, voted an address to the King, ia 


which, though they spoke parenthetically of 


some temporary embarrassments, congratu- 
lated his majesty on the state of the com- 
merce, manufactures, and revenue of. the 
country, as proving the real extent and soli- 
“* dity of the public resources, and as furnish- 
‘‘ing such means as might be equal to the 
‘s great and vigorous exertions that were re- 
** quired.” Lord Mor peth, who moved the 


. address, said: ‘* that, as to our internal si- 


‘ tuation, we had witnessed it for some 
€ time past with jay and exultation, and had 
** reason to congratulate his Majesty and the 
- people at large upon oUF auspicious pros- 
pects in that respect.” Sir William Low- 
ther, who seconded the address, said: ‘* If 


© we regard our finances, they are abundant ' 


in the extreme, and such as are adequate 
** to ony emergency of the country.” Little 
did these two honest gentlemen dream of 
the works which were at that moment going 
on between Messrs. Pitt, Boyd, Long, and 
Dundas! Mr, Fox havi ing followed ‘Sir 


Wiiliam Lowther, and having expressed 
some fears as to the state of the national re- 
sources, Mr. Pitt, in his answer, said, that 
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our resources ‘* furnished, in a moment /ike 
“* the present” [the very time he was lend- 
ing to Boyd and Benfield] ‘ a subject of 
” peculiar congratulation and well: founded 
** confidence... ... These resources,” said he, 
** have in them noth? ine hollow or delusive. 
‘* ‘They are the result of an accumulated 
*€ cap’ ‘tal, of gradually increasing com- 
*“ merce, of high and established credit. 
add) ey are the fruits of fair exertion, of 
“© Jnudable i ingenuity, of successful industry ; 
** they have been produced under a system 
“ of ordev and justice, while we, under 
“ many disadvantages, have been contend- 
“* ing against acounuy, which exhibits, in 
““ every respect, the reverse of the picture ; 
** a proof’ that the regular operation of these 
‘* principles must driumph over the unnatu- 
‘« ral and exhausting efforts of violence and 
*€ extortion.”-—-Oh! how fine! How 
great! you might have heard the “ young 
‘* friends” exclaiming from the be ni hes at 
his back. The ‘* regwar operation” of his 
commercial principles did not “ triumph, 
however ; and we now know, to our cost, 
what it is to be left to the sway of a commer- 
cial minister. ——But, let us look at the pic- 
ture he here drew of the credit and resources 
of the country ; and, let us not forget, that 
this picture was drawn only about twenty 
days after he had made the loan, or given 
the “ accommodation,” to Boyd and Ben- 
field. How they must have hugged them- 
selyes! what ditticulty they must have had 
to smother a Jaugh, when they heard the 
country ge ‘ntlemen closing each period of 
the minister's harantue w ith a full chorus of, 
hear! hear!” atter the nianner of the 
groaning” responses during a methodist 
prayer! Tlow Boyd and Benfield «must 
have longed for the moment, when they 
could laugh out right ! Many an evening 
must they have passed in jesting upon the 
credulous creatures, whose property, whose 
labour, and, in some cases, whose lives, 
they were sporting with ! Well do I re- 
member the time when Mr. Pitt was mak- 
ing these declarations in Parliament. I was 
then in America, and the friends ef En- 
gland, in that country, will recollect the 
exultation with which I repeated his asser- 
tions, and circulated his reproof of those 
who dared to dispute the solidity of his sys 
tem of public credit. Little did w @ inn agine: 
that he wus, at that very time, pro¢p ug up 
the system by the miserable expecients 
which are now brought to light ! Little did 
we imagine, that, in order to prevent a 
** most serious and alarming” injury to 
public credit, he had, but a few days be- 
fore, been compelled to lend public money 
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In short, we believed all that he ‘said: our 
confidence in hi3 statements was implicit. 


I dare not Jook at, apd blush to think 6f,. 


the pages, and. I might say. the volumes, 
perhaps, that [ have written in pratse of his 


talents and his qualities, but particularly his. 
financial skill, and his purity ! Yow many. 


of my opponents have I, God forgive me, 
lashed like hounds for represefiting Messrs. 
Pitt and Dundas as men whose power .was 
preserved by their giving of ‘‘ accommodi- 
tions” to members of parliament! What 
blows did I deal the writers who had, what 
I. regarded, the impudence to assert, that 
the financial tabric of England was rotten ; 
that. bank potes would soon begin to depre- 
ciate, and would finally share the fate of the 
Congress. paper-money ; that the loans to 
government were always paid in paper, and 
sometimes in, the paper already belonging to 
the public; that, while there was a grand 
exhibition of royal, aristocratical, and de- 
mocratical power in the state, the whole 
machine was, in fact, moved by the nimister 
and a litUe knot of low men epvaged in the 
trade of paper-money. Wht blows did | 
deal them! And, what; then, should [-hare 
done, if. any one had dered to assert, that, 
at the very time, when the minister was 
giving, ia Parliament, the heari-chearing 
description of his ‘* solid sy.tem of finanee,”’ 
and when he and Old 4soorge Rose were 
clubbing their, talents ta treat the world 
with a, panypllet upon the sabject ; what 
should I, had Lhad power equal to my zeal, 
have done to the man, whe should have 
dared to, assext, that, at that very tinue, this 
same ministet Was até work, with a con- 
tractor aud a Jéw broker, fabricating wind 
fills, wherewith to meet the demands upon 
the public! The Americans know weil 
what wind, oer I paper is. 
They will, tSercfote, be at no loss to form 
a judgment of the financial state of @ conn- 
try where the government,could be driven 
to such an expedient; and they will agree 
with Mr. George Gienny, that it was very 
necessary, to. © dissuise the transaction from 
“* the eyes of the people.” That Cisguise, 
howevgr, -has. now been, in part, remoyed; 
and, though that part is small, thouch we 
have obtained, in all probability, but a mere 
glingpse of the transactions, yet, J trust, we 
shall not again easily be deluded’; but that, 
ja patiently. waiting for the day when com- 
plete justice sha}l be done on ai} the! parties 
concernet, we shall believé nothine upon 
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the assertion of those, by whom ‘we ‘have. 
heen so grossly deceived. “Te be conblided 
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to members of parjiament without interest ‘. 
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REFORM OF TINANCIAL A3usts. 
LETTER VII. ~ 

Sir; So much of Jate having heen said 
and written concerning the éxpenditure of 
public money on naval purposes, it. has oc- 
civted tome, to exantine what litht is thrown 
upon this subject. in, that notable parliamen- 
tary publication, No.5. of the public ac- 
counts, which professes fo be an account 
shewing how the puBLic MoNIEs remaining 
inthe Exchequer, together with the monizs 
paid into the same in the year 1893, nave 
BEEN ACTUALLY APPLIED. ‘The latter part 
of which description is actually printed in 
Roman capitals, As I had learnt by peru- 
sing the Tenth Report, that thé officer who 
paid all the naval expenses, was the Trea- 
surer of the Navy, I was novice enough in 
the art of accounting to expect to find in this 
said No, 5, at least, a statement of the sums 
he had received and paid. .But how great 
was my-sur}ise to Cuscover, after looking 
over pages from tep to bottom not less than 
a dozer “times, that not one word was men- 
tioned concetamg the Treasurer of the Na- 
vy, not any other officer in the navy depart- 
ment. As, however, I discovered that an 
dppendix belonged to this preliminary state- 
ment, F immediately losked for letter F. in 
hopes of attaining that degree of information 
which is usaaliy to be met with in an appen- 
dix, » In ttis research my Igbours were more 
cnccestfii!, as I found an account signed by 
W. Palmer, S. Ganabier, and F. J. Hartwell, 
Condmissioners. of the Navy, © But, here 
agai ] was at a Joss to understand what I 
was teading, because the authority was un- 
questionable, on which I had forged the ro- 
tion} that all navy payments were made by 
the Treasurer of the Navy. . | now proceed- 
ed to read again, and weigh every word of 
the title of this account, and my perseverance 
was well rewarded, as I discovered in the 
very last word the source of all my difficul- 
This word is the word ‘ applied.” ! 
found I had erroneously conceived, that this 
account of the expenditure of money was a1) 
account of money bona fide paid. Lt was no 
sich thimy, the term expenditure bears no 
such meaniag in the language of the Exche- 
quer. For in this languagé, and in this. ac- 
count, the publicmoney had only been * sp- 
** plied” fur payments to be made so and so; 
it was by no mieatis interided: that. these n2- 
val commissioners by- having. signed their 





trac 
tio, 


fiaries to it, had rendered themselves respon- 
sible that it was so arid’so. paidsjand, thus it 
comes out he easily it is for the Naval. Com- 
“Missioners to’ apply the public, money Cor 
rectly, Whilst a Paymaster of the, Navy =27 
be discoutiting Exchequer pills witht. For 
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‘venience: ofa Trotter or aJellicoe. 
Sir, &c. 
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in this language of the Exchequer, it must be 
known, that the Commissioners of the Navy 
Cifice are baid to apply money to certain. ser- 
vices, when, in consequence of their memo- 
rial to the ‘Treasury, the ‘Treasury pay it into 
the Bank of England, to the account of the 


’ ‘ (> * . - 
{'reasurer of the Navy. under the head of 


the particular service for which he ought af- 
terwards to pay it. 

the Commissioners of the Navy Office, ac- 
quaint the ‘iyeasury, that a million of money 
ts. wanting for naval services, the million 


will be paid into the Bank to the eredit of 


the Treasurerof the Navy, under the head 
of the particular service; and thus be ap- 
PLIED to navel services, though the payment 
of it for such a purpose rests with the Trea- 
surer; and, in this manner it is, that the ac- 
cominodating ~ distinction arises between 
*““money applied” and ‘* money paid.” 
That my statement is fully warranted, will 
appear from. considering how the Commis- 
sioners of the Navy can be proper officers to 
account for money, the payment of which is 
the sole occupation of one distinct ottice. 
Jeam further supported in drawing the above 
inferences from the language made use of in 


‘these accounts; for it the money was ac- 


ually paid, why should the term adcepied be 
** actually applied.” To me, Sir, it will be 
very satisfactory to discover, that there is no 
foundation for bringing a charge of so gross 
a deception upon the tramers. of the public 


‘accounts, as that of taking advantage of an 
official construction of one of the Conumonest , 


and most intelligible words in our language, 


‘in order to coneeal from the public the real 


uses made of their money. I shall be very 
happy to know that the system of stating the 


-accounts 1s more perfect, than [ can now be- 
‘lieve it to be under the impressions which 


my endeaveurs to understand them have 
made on my mind; and, I really hope, for 
the credit of Parliament, that some ef your 
correspondents will be able to prove, that 


the account ofthe public expenditure does 


contain an account of money actually paid ; 
atid not, as Lapprehended it to contain, an 


“aceoant of money “ applied,” to be after- 


wards paid according ‘as it may suit the con- 
I am, 
June, 17, 1805. 
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ACTS FROM. 'THE MONITEUR. 


“Paper, the Moriteur, relate to kng- 


. uth md, Russia‘and France, and are worthy 
Uap particular attentiim. Date, 1805. 


Pr Maysist. {Said to. be written. from 


OSty Petersburgh on the 14th ‘of May.) -All 
“the jntrigues-of Woronzoti, at 


bn, bave 


‘ 


Thus, for instance, if 


llowing Extracts from the French Offi-- 


} 











miscarried. Phe Emperor Alexander has 
declared that he would not depart frou his 
system of neutrality; that he would not 
make common cause either with England or 
Franee, but that he would not retuse his 
good offices for the re-establishment cf 
peace; that he coukl not, however, give his 
Interpesition, unless there was an equal mo- 
deration manifested by beth parties, and a 
reciproval renmanciation of all pretensions of 
superiority ; in short, that the peace of the 
world nnght be re-established when the 
principle of the sovereignty of princes, both 
by sea and lend, should be held sacred. It 
is positively stated, that, in consequence of 
these dispositions, the Emperor Alexander 
has written to the Emperor Napoleon, and 
that M1. Novosiltzogft has set off for Milan. 
June ist-——Now that the cabinet of St, 
Petersburgh has retused to adopt the views 
of the Ambassador Woronzoft, who resides 
at Loudon, on the part of Russia, but who is 
more of aun Englishman than a Russian ; 
now that the Emperor Alexander has de- 
Clared his intention to remain neutral; to 
take part neither with France nor England, 
but to interpose in their quarrel, in order, as 
far.as possible, to promote the re-estabiish- 
fuent of a general peace ;,now, in short, 
that he has caused application to be made for 
passports for one of his chamberlains, whom 
he is sending to France; the English go- 
vernment, fearing the injurious impressions 
which such dispositions might occasion fat 
London, particularly at a moment when the 
veakness and absurdity of its war system 
are become palpable to all the inhabitants of 
Great Britain, instantly puts forward the 
idea of a treaty of alliance, offensive ‘and de- 
fensive, with Russia. It pretends, that if 
the Emperor of Russia is sending an ambas- 
sador to the Emperor Napoleon, it is in gt- 
der to notify an ultumatum, and to trace the 
circle of Popilius. Nothing ean be more 
false. So long as we shall have timber in 
our forests, so long as our population shall 
be renewed on the coasts, England must 
not compute on any dastardly concessions 
from us, Between her and us there can be 
no real and durable peace, till she abandons 
her impracticable plan of excluding us fram 
the comimerce of the world. Doubtless no 
one will accuse a nation, formed of 40 #jI- 
lions of men, of immoderate ambition, when 
it only requires to be on a footing witha na- 
tion consisting of 10 millions of men. ... .. 
There are two ways of obtaining peace ; viz. 
To accépt mercly.of the Treaty of Amiens. 
its whole, or, whether in the affairs of the 
Cantinent, whether in those of India, whe- 
ther in the right of navigation aad that of 














43] 


that treaty. | 

June 2d. Rear-Admiral Missiessy has 
anchored in our ports. His squadron. has 
not experienced any accident, and his crews 
are healthy and complete. It quitted Roche- 
fort on the 1ith of January, and arrived at 
Martinique in forty days. Near St. Lucie 
it chaced a convoy escorted by frigates, but 
was forced to discontinue the chace that. it 
might not Jose the wind. ‘They arrived be- 
fore Dominica at break of day on the 22d of 
February. The governar sent outa pilot, so 
persuaded was he that a squadron in those 
seas could only be English, At ten all the 
troops had disembarked. ‘The enemy de- 
fending himself bravely, they made some re- 
sistance at Point St. Michael, but were put 
tothe rout. “The town was taken, and the 
fort capitulated. ‘The English, by‘misma- 
nagement, set the town on fire, which was 
entirely burnt. General Prevost retired to 
Fort Portsmouth, 12 leagues trom Roseanu. 
We might have considered ourselves as mas- 
ters of this colony, but General Lagrange 
and Rear-Admirat Missiessy had already 
learnt that St. Dorningo, attacked by the ne- 
groes, dematided prompt. reinforcements. 
hey felt that it would be impossible entire- 
ly to fulfil their mission, which was not only 
to augiment the troops in, and completely 
provision Martinique and Guadaloupe, and 
to carry provisions and reinforcements to St. 
Domingo, but also to keep Dominica, leay- 
ing there a sutheicnt establishment for’ that 
purpose. ~—The squadron accordingly eva- 
enuted Dominica on the 20th of February, 
after having destroyed all the enemy's ma- 
gazines, all the vessels which were in the 
port, taken 8 or GOO prisoners, 00 pieces of 
cannon of difierent calibres, and all the arms 
of the amilitia, General Lagrange released 
the prisoners who were inbabitants of the 
country, and levied a contribution on the co- 
lony.—Lhe squadron proceaded from thenee 
to Guadaloupe, where they disembarked the 
ammunition, the arms, the provisions, and 
the troops destined for that colony. ‘They 
then went to St, Christopher's, where, after 








having landed 100 men, they seized the ar- 


tillery, took all the vessels, and Jevied a con- 
tribution. They perfermed the sama at Ne- 
vis and Montserrat, after which they return- 


elto Martinique, where they disermbarked 


all that was necessary to cemplete the garri- 
son itimen, ammunition, arms, and. provi- 
sions, and set ‘sail on the 22d of March for 
St. Domunge, where they arrived on the 
27th, ‘The negroes had blockaded thé town 
fog thisty days, pith: 9000 men, General 
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blorxade, to grant indemnity and mutual 
restitutions, which were not spoken of. in 
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Lagrange disembarked immediately troops, 
arnmunition of every description, and all the 
provisions which he had been able to procure 
at the Windward Islands, He added even a 
part of his biscuit, by which, having consi- 
derably diminished his stock of . provisions, 
he determined to return to France. At the 
moment when he effected his debarkation, 
the negroes raised the siege. ‘The French 
conducted themselves with all that »propriety 
required by policy, and commanded by the 
still more important considerations.of the in- 
terests of humanity. They have been. far 
from following the example given us every 
year by the English, when they bombard, 
for pure pastime, Havre, Dieppe, ecamp, 
wc. with no other end in view than to injure 
the peaceable inhabitants of the towns and 
country ; odious expeditions; which are. at- 
tended with no other result than to kill we- 
men and children, and which could only be 
planned by namisters 2s coward! yas they are 
impolitic. The conduct of owr squadrons 
is very dilierent. Every thing, however, 
has bounds, and we' think we may foretel to 
the English, that whenever they agai bom- 
bard us in such a manier, against all ibe 
rights of war, itis extremely likely that ano- 
ther expedition may cairy fire and bloodshed 
to their colonies, since they have so very 
often forgotten that war has its laws, in 
which peaceable inhabitants onght to find 
protection. _ Experience has just proved that 
we might have ravaged four of their colo- 
nies, and put the inhabitants to the sword ; 
and that if we have not done sa, it is be- 
cause we did not wish to do go. But in 
princes generosity is sometimes weakness. 
send expeditions against our flotilla if you 
like, you have to cope with armed vessels: 
but sluy not the peaceful cultivator, the sim- 
ple inhabitant of the coasts; or if yeu do, 
dread that terrible reprisals may follow one 
day or other. Carry on the war bravely, and 
as you ought to do in the nineteenth cen- 
tury. All mankind is interested: init; but 
if the war is to consist in causing unarmed 
individuals to shed tears, reflect that a single 
tear shed by a Frenchman shall be paid for 
dearly by an Englishman, whatever part of 
the tworld he may inhabit:———Since the 
English call the late operations of our squa- 
dron ia the West Indies plunder, jt is. but 
just they should Know that this phinder.wil] 
not be over.so goon as they think. . We flat- 
ter aurselves even, thatiere aweek has passed 











over our heads, intelligence from every. pat 


ot the warld will announce to the English 
commerce other events of the hke mature. 
We shall then print, pevbaps, adie work 
composed wader the eyes of Mr, Pitt, and 
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published by his orders, a short time before 
the first hostilities, in order to establish the 
propriety, the advantages, and the necessity 
of the perpetuity of the war against France. 
The perpetual war then appeared suitable, 
advantageous, and necessary to British rapa- 
city, and to that pride which was even then 
misplaced, and now nothing less than ridi- 
culous. ‘The proud, the powerful, the cir- 
cumspect English, hear the departure of the 
French tleet spoken of when it has taken 
Dominica; of the departure of the Foulon 
squadron, when it bas passed the Strei¢hts : 
they wil: hear no more of it for some months. 
Lastly, they have not heard of the se- 
cond Rochefort squadron, sailed along time 
since, and which the English frigates came 
to watch and observe not more than eivht 
days ago. We shall say nothing concerning 
several large frigates which have been sent 
out of our ports, to which the English may 
atiach little importance, but which wijl 
strike them a blow on those coasts they 
thins hardly known to our seamen. ‘They 
have been dreaming that there is no longer 
any wood in our torests and arsenals, that 
there exists no longer a maritime population 
on our coast; let them learn, however, that 
there are no less than 30 men of war on our 
stocks, all of which will be ready tor sea in 
18 months. Were all the squadrons which 
ihe Emperor has sent forih to perish, after 





having laid waste the English commerce, 


great fleets are preparing, and numerous 
young men are ready to man them. It 
would. be easier for the King of England to 
.be crowned hing of [’rance, in Paris itself, 
than to disinherit the great nation from the 
commerce of the world. It is not that we 
entertain the haughty idea of preventing 
-England from being a great powerful nation, 
but. we wish to share with her the commerce 
of India and America; and we will not suf- 
fer the English to have any possession in the 
Mediterranean, Gibraltar excepted -——It 
the English ministry propose sending forth 


_ secreteexpeditions to those possessions which 


are too weakly garrisoned, to what pojnt 
will they djrect their forces ? To the coast of 


._ Africa, where ‘hey are null}? ‘Lo the Isle ot 


Ceylon, where they will be but few in pro- 
portion to the danger? To the coasts of Co- 
romanile), Malabar, and Bengal, where they 


| will also be insufficient? To Jamaica, where 
- they will also be interior. to the want ? ‘To 
, Canada, Surinajn, Demarsra, &c.? We do 


notyentertain the ridiculous pretensions of 
conquering every where; but we wish every 
where to destroy owr enemy, to destroy Jr's 
‘commerceeyery whete, to(be, in short; the’ 
-piyopgest wherever we please to present ou: - 
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selves. The insurance companics will do 
well to augment their rates from day to day ; 
for until peace be signed, they will have 
pretty pickings. We inform them, thus pub- 
licly, that there is not an important part of 
the vast ocean, where French ships are not 
cruising. But the conditions of the peace 
We are speaking of are simple; the Peace of 
Amiens, the whole Peace of Amiens, nothing 
but the Peace of Amiens; France will never 


sign any other. 


| 








DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PAPERS, 
Jamaica CoMPLAINTS. Memoriaé and 
Representation, on the Subject of Amerivan 
Intercourse, presented by the House of As- 
semtly of Jamaica to the Lieutenant Go- 
vernor thereof; dated at Kingston, on the 
20th of April, 1805. 
To his Honour Lieutenant-General 
George Nugent, Lieutenant-Governor and 
Commander in Chief in and over this his 





| Majesty's Island of Jamaica, and the territo- 





! 
‘ 
j 
; 





ries thereon depending in America, Chancel- 
lor and Vice-Admiral of the same, 

The humble Memorial of the Assembly. 

May it please your Honour, 

That on acknowledging the independence 
of the United States of North-America, his 
Majesty’s then mimsters thoughi it would be 
proper to deprive them of the benefits they 
had derived trom their intercourse with the 
West-India islands whilst they composed 
part of the British dominions.——~That the 
inhabitants of Jamaica have ever been 
anxious to promote the commercial prospe- 


' rity and augment the naval strength of the 
| empire; but, on this eecasion, thes repre- 


sented that nature had dented to this island 
the means of subsisting its population whilst 
their industry was directed to the caltivation 
of those staples which alone rendcredita va- 
Juable appendage to the mother-country, and 
that it was destitute of many atticles of the 
first necessity in preparing our produce for 
exportation. They submitted that Great- 
Britain, with all her remnaining dependencies 
in North-America, could not: supply the 
Jumber required for buildings and packages 
in the towns and on the platstations, or the 
provisions absoluiely necessaryfor the exist- 
ence of the inhabitants, and that they could 
not be procured from the United States in- 
suticient abundance, unless the: importat on 
should be permitted in their own vessels, 
The clearest facts, the most obvious conse 
quences, were distezarded, chiefiy through 
delusive misrepresentations fiom the settlers 
iti‘ the remaining British colonies in North 
America, who flattered themselves with ac- 
quiring immense wealth by a-mohopoly of 
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an extensive market which they knew mist 
be scettily supplied. Agter some interme- 
diate relaxation; the intercourse was at length 
contined to British vessels, navigated accotd- 
ing to law. Pattyng the loss and destruc- 
fion of property out of quesiion, to this 
country the result was terrible. Tt is 
briefly stated in a report of a committee of 





Ahis house on the subject of the slave-trade, 


which never has-been, and mever can te; 
cantroverted. ‘ We decline,’ say the 
committee, ‘ to enlarge on the consequences 
which followed, Ieast we may appear to exag- 
rerate; but having endeavoured to compute, 
with as much accuracy as the subject will 
admit, the number of our slaves whose de- 
struction may be fairly attributed to the un- 
fortunate measure of interdicting foreign 
supplies, whilst the country was suffering 
under internal calamitiés, we hesitate not, 
atter every allowance for adventitious causes, 
to.fix the whole loss of lives at fifteen thou- 
sand. This mumber we firmly believe to 
have perished of fainine, or cf diseases con- 
tracted by scanty and unwhoicsome diet, be- 
tween the Jatter end of 1780 anv the begin- 
ming of 1787.’ Such was the waste of 








life at which the first experiment was made | 
tor securing to Great Britain the carrying | 


trate between Jarnaica and the United States 
of North Americal: With the charity of 
ehristiaus, and Idyalty which oppression 
could net alienate, the assembly were willing 
10 suppose that the’consetuences of the mea- 
surés adopted were not mtended or foreseen, 


and they are breught forward .as a defence | 
zemitiet new -caluminies, and notas a subject, 





| 


ot rectinsiharion, tor the destruction of their | 





property. 
atial was made not only in the time of pro- 
found peace, but commenced at'the termina- 
ton of the American a~var, when a redun- 
dancy of shipbing, seamen, and capital, in 
the mother-country, were teady for any new 
or advantageous ‘commerce; when a great 
addition of active and -enterprising adven- 
turers were povred into the remaining Bri- 
tish colonies of North America, solicitous to 
protitby-a speculation which their misrepre- 
sentations . had contributed to get on fout.— 
Finally; however, itavas admitted to be vain 
to contend against the decrees of Providence, 
wiiith had condemned New: Brunswick and 


‘Nova Scotia to: perpetual ‘sterility, and. shut. 


up all intereeurse'with Canada for more than 
haktothe year. When - these provinces ap- 
plied to -the legislature of the mother-coun- 


_ ty for, -andiwere: allowed, ‘liberty to import 


‘Amber and: provisions fromthe United’ 
States, itewas thought impossiblethat states- 
snen ‘couldilisten toan-application fer -ren- 


[tas te be recollected that: thts | 


| 


| 





dering the. supply of half a million of Bri- 
tish subjects subservient to their blind and 
indecent avarice +—~Although the expecta- 
tions of thé inhabitants of Nova Séotia, Now 
Brunswick, atid Candda, were completely 
defeated, it must be acknowledged that the 
profit of the carrying trade betwixt the Uni- 
ted States of North Ameriva and the British 
West India colonies, was for a time -eoured 
to the British ship-owners. They were 
computed to get about 245,000]. sterling, 
annually ; and, perhaps, the inhabitests of 
this country only paid about doubie the 
freight which the artictes would have cost if 
imported in Anietican vessels. This; how- 
ever, was dur. peace. When the Inte 
war with France commenced, notwithstand- 
ing the immense superiority of Great Britain 
by sea, and the advatitages ef an established 
and regular intercourse, the national ship- 
ping gradually disappeared. The increasing 
igencies and diministed supplies induced 
the Right Honourable the Karl of Bealcarres 
to assume the responsibility of providing tor 
the wants of the country confided t6 his care, 
by opening the ports of this island to Ame- 
rican shipping. By this wise and neces- 
sary measure a second famine was averted ; 
and, during a period of great difficulty, the 
agricultural capital of the eountry has been 
preserved, and the planters look forward to 
better times to disencumber themselves from 
the debts affecting it. Tt is our painful 
duty to represent that, by recurring to the 
system of restriction formerly tfied, the 
same consequences must follow with inevi- 
table certainty. The capital and labour em- 
ployed in raising staples for exportation, so 
important to the commerce and navigation 
of the mother-country, must be appéied to 














-raise food for our subsistence, and, in certain 


situations, to procure substitutes for lumber. 
Every one conversant with the state of 
the island must admit that obtaining them 1s 
not practicible in the best cultivated dis- 
tricts ; but were it otherwise, the shipping 
of the empire would be materially diminish- 
ed by attempting to engross the carrylag 
trade between the island and America.—— 
This intercourse is in its «nature unchange- 
able-——On the part of the North Amer- 
can states our staples might be dispensed 
with, because they are luxuries, and can also 
be stipplied from other parts of the world ; 
bint our demands from thei are for neces- 





saties the most ssential, and only become 


o— - st 5en9 26 trea te is : he 
greater in proportion to our industry and t 
increase Of Out Cultivation. "We shall take 


| two periods; very distant from’ each ‘other, to 


shew: their nature ‘and extetit..—The sche- 
dule-No. 1. contains an account of the 1m, 
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ports from North America into the British 
West-India islands in.1771, 1772, and 1773. 
It is on the authority of Mr. Stanley, secre- 
tary fo the Comniissioners of the Customs, 
and discritiinates what was supplied by the 
territories how forming the United States 
from what was furnished by the British pro- 
vinees. The articles cgymposed 1200 car- 
goes annually, and were estimated to be of 
the valucof 729,090 1. sterling, or 1,008,000). 
Jamaica cartency ; but as many of the ves- 
sels made two aud sometimes three voyages 
within the year, the number did not exceed 
533, afld the seanten employed were about 
3399.——-The schedule No. 2. exhibits a 
similar account for the years.1$02, 1808, and 
1804, from the returns of the naval ofticer, 
made to the House of Assembly, of the im- 
portations from the United States and the 
British dominions in North America, and dis- 
tinguishes the proportions imported in Ame- 
rican and in British bottoms. A valuation is 
added, on the authority of members of this 
house, of great commercial experience and 
respectability : it will be found 1,249,073 1. 
currency. The schedule No. 3. contains 
an account of our exportations to North Ame- 
rica, from the same authorities. As might 
be expected, it will be found, from these 
authentic documents, that the teeveased cul- 
tivation of Jamaica calls fur a supply of creat- 
er value than was required by all the British 
islands in the first period ; and that, of this 
supply, less than ome-twelith part comes 
from his Majesty’s colonies in North Ame- 
rica; and that six-sevetth parts of what we 
procure from the United States is imported 
in their own shipping. We shall admit, 
however; that the nuahaber of vessels men- 
tioned by, Mr. Stanley wow carries the in- 
creased supply, and it will be found that 459 
additional Britis! vessels, navigated by 2802 
seamen, must cuter immediately into the 
American. trade, to prevent the absolute rain 
of. this country. No person in the least 
acquainted with commerce but nimst admit 
that twice that number Will be requisite if 
our wants are intended to. be-answered by 
means of ships niaking a circuitous voyage, 
on¢c9.2 year, from Geeat Britain Situated 
as the mother-country isat present, we donot 
hesitate to affirm that neither, shippiig nor 
seamen can be spared for cartying ot and 
protecting this comim-ree tndil the return of 
peace-——= We have hitherto regarded mat- 
ters in the most favourable-view, as if we pos- 
sessox. the quantity of provisions usual at)this 
Season of. the year, and without.a prospect of 














interruption to the tercourse.——The farts, 
however; sare extremely diferent. From.a 
scanty-harvest in-Auterica, aud, agreat de- 
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mand from Spain, the importations have 
been less than common, whilst the expendi- 
ture has been augmented by drawing the 
militia from their homes, and colleeting pio- 
neers and working parties, during the present 
martial law.—fyom the best information, 
collected by inquiries under authority, on the 
proclamation of martial law, it is ascertained 
that there then was not flour to feed that 
portian of the inhabitants who depend on it 
for subsistence fot two weeks, and we have 
no reason to believe that the stock is now 
greater. In- about thirty days the expecta- 
tion of all additional suppry must be given up. 
When the imperious craviags of absolute fa- 
mine may arrest attention it will be too date 
to administer relief. In the burricane months 
few American vessels advonture in these lati- 
tudes, and the winter frosts lock wp many 
ports of the United States trom whieh we are 
supplied. We trust that we -have beed 
fortunate enough to impress your honour 
with a true sense of the situation of this coun- 
try, for if ever there was a case calliny for 
the sound exercise of that discrenioa with 
which his most gracious Majesty has entrists 
ed vou, we humbly submit that case now 
exists bere——No means ean be pointed 
out for carrying on an intercourse adimitted 
to be indispensible at al} times; proved to bé 
now peculiarly so-froth causes which his Ma 
jesty’s ministers could not foresee, but which 
are fully disclosed to your honour. No 
benefit Gin accrue to Great Britain, or to thé 
empire at large, from the calamities which 
will be brought upon this country.——We 
admit the responsibility which your honour 
must asstime in exercising the high preroy#- 
tive which ou’ most benevolent Soverergn 
has delegated to you, for the purpose of pro. 
tecting his faithful people from partial evils, 
arising out ot well intended general réygula- 
tions ; bit we humbly call your honour’s at- 
tention to the higher responsibility which 
will attach on declining to dispenye the bies- 
sings which his Majesty meant to be coin- 
muiticated to his loyal subjects here —— 
From all these considerations we rely that 
your honour will, without delay, give ditec- 
tiosis for continuing this most inxportant in- 
tercourse, on its present footing, for srk 
months after the tint lintited by the presence 
order of the Privy Council, or until his Mu+ 
jesty’s pleasure shall be known. 
It. Governor's Answer. 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of theAssem- 
bly,—Having received noinstructions from his 
Majesty's Secretary of Sate, authorising nit 
to give directions -for ycontauing the inter- 
course between Jamaica and the United 


States of America, -after the-21st of Muy 
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next, I consider myself absolutely precluded 
from paying that attention to your, represen- 
tation, which, under other circumstances, 
J should sincerely wish to do upen all occa- 
sions. 





Petitions acainstT Loxp Metvitre.—— 
The following Petitions were presented to 
the House of Commons, on the days men- 
tioned against them respectively, 1805. 
(N. B. For the former ones see p.p. 093, 
778, S08.) | d 

Bexksuing, 9th Mey.—A petition of 
the gentry, clergy, and trecholders, of the 

County of Berks, assembled at a public 

mecting for the purpose of taking into con- 

sideration the propriety of adopting resolu- 
tions in consequence of the decision of the 

House on the Lenth Report of the Commiis- 

sioners of Naval Enquiry, was presented to 

the House, and read; setting forth, that the 
petitioners have read with indignation the 
intimation in the votes of the House of the 
abuses discovered in the said Report; and 
they share the national exultation at the re- 
svlutions of the House of the sth and 10th 
of April last; and the petitioners observe 
with gratitude that the House intend to pro- 
secute further enquiry to the detection of all 
abuses which imay exist in any other depart- 
ment of the state, and that they have order- 
ed bills to be prepared for that purpose ; and 
the petitioners entertain a confident hope, 

{hat m framing the above-named bills, the 

Blouse will carefully provide that the power 

constituted will be equal to the professed ob- 

weet, both as to the authority to be conferred, 
and the integrity of those by whom it is to 
be executed; and that the Heuse will attend 
particularly to obviate a repetition of the ob- 
stactes raised by perseus in office to investi- 
sation; for the petitioners submit, that ifany 
thing can be woyse than a deep-rooted sys- 
tem of abuse and peculation in the manage- 
ment of the public money, it would be the 
institution of a system of revision, in its na- 
tire a burlesque upon investigation, and in 
its result a. mockery ot justice ; and that the 
petitioners conceive, that the most. effectual 
method to check abuses, will be to punish al- 
ready detected delinquency ;- and they there- 
fore hope the House willbe deterred by no 
considerations from pursuing with effect what 
they bave begun-with'so much honour ; and 
that they willmotrelax.ia-their efforts til] 

Ahey have cbrought. all persons concerned in 

the misapplicstion.ot public monies to con- 

dign panishmentyoand given to the world a 


signal demonstration, that in the. representa- | 


tives ot the peojde:.will be.found, not the 
alcttors of miquity, but the faithful guardians 
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of the nation, and the zealous vindicators of 
the law. 
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Soutwamrron ; 27th May.——A peti- 
tion of the inhabitants of the town and coun- 
ty of the town of Southampton was present- 
ed to the House, and read; setting forth, 
that the petitioners would feel themselves cri- 
minally indifferent were they not to express 
their gratitude for the votes of the House on 
the Sth and 10th days of April last, which 
declared Lord Viscount Melville guilty of a 
gross violation of the law and a high breach 
ot duty, votes which have diffused foy and 
confidence throughout every part of the 
United Kingdom ; and that, among the va- 
rious irregularities and abuses which fave 
been detected and exposed by the Commi:- 
sioners of Naval Enquiry, none has created 
more jealousy and alarm in the breasts of the 
petitioners than the application of monies, ap- 
propriated by'the legislature for the uses of 
the navy, to other purposes, a practice repiete 
with danger to the constitution and to the li- 
berty of this country ; and that the detection 
ot such malversations in one department of 
the state induces apprehensions ‘that others 
may not be more faithfully and honestly ac- 
ministered; and the petitioners therefure 
think it their duty to implore the natioual re- 
presentatives that their intention, already ma- 
nifusted, of instituting enquiries into every 
branch of the public expenditure may be 
speedily carried into effect, a measure calcu- 
lated to compose the public mind, to coniirm 
the confidence, and to secure the unan:mity 
and energy of the people, 





NorruumBertanp; 27th May.——A 
petition of the gentlemen, clergy, and firee- 
holders of the County of Northumberland, 
held at Morpeth on the 24th of May, 1805, 
was presented to the House, and read ; set- 
ting forth, that the petitioners beg leave to 
congratulate the House on the result of the 
discussions that have taken place in the House 
respecting the gross peculation and misappli- 
cation of the public money, in open defiance 
of the law, that have been detected by the 
Commissioners of Naval Enquiry; and they 
pray the House to persevere in that virtuous 
line of conduct, which on that important oc- 
casion diffused such general satisfaction 
throughout the gountry; aud they mitreat 
the House not only to continue thei luqui- 
ries into the abuses in the department of the 
navy, but to extend the. same imto every 
branch of the public expenditure, and to aco, ¢ 
a solid.and permanent system of economy, 


well.canvinced. that rigid frugal ty alone can 
enable this country to support the present 
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enormous weight of public burthens, and 
sustain the awful contest in which we are en- 
gaged: and the petitioners implore the House 
to punish guilt, however protected or exalt- 
ed, and to rescue ‘from peculation and plun- 
der a loyal people, who have ever willingly 
contributed to the real exigencies of the state, 
and who never complain but when their ge- 
nerous temper is imposed upon, and thus will 
the Commons of the United Kingdom con- 
firm the confidence of the people, and instil 
into the hearts of all good men a warm and 
steady attachment to the British constitution. 





Cornwati; 5th June. A. petition 
of the gentlemen, clergy, freeholders, and in- 
habitants, of the County of Cornwall, was 
presented to the Hovse, and read; setting 


forth, that the abuses in the expenditure of 


the public money, which have been lately 
brought to light by the Commissioners of Na- 
= . aa * ] > 
val Enquiry, have filled the minds of the pe- 
titioners with alarm and indignation, and they 
cal] upon the House for the speedy remedy 
of such abuses, and for the exemplary punish- 
ment of the offenders; and that abuses in 


the expenditure. of the public money) at all | 
Umes matter of gitievance) are peculiarly felt | 


at this time, when so great a weight of tax- 
ation falls upon all ranks ef people ; and that 
a defence has been attempted of the guilt of 
the offenders, by the assertion that no actual 


mischief has been sustained by these gross | 


breaches of trust and offences against law, as 
if the direct violation of a statute were not a 
high crime and misdemeanor without the ag- 
gravation, that the violation of which the pe- 
titioners complain was systematic, and com- 
mitted by a confidential servant of the Crown, 
himself the framer of the act which he has 
broken, and enjoying an increased salary un- 
der that very act, in full satisfaction of all 
wages and fees, and otber profits and emolu- 
ments theretofore enjoyed “by former trea- 
surers ; and that such a defence naturally in- 
creases the fear that peculation in the expen- 
diture of the public money is not confined to 
the naval department ; and that the petition- 
ers have long submitted to severe privations, 
in the persuasion that they were necessary to 
the welfare and safety of the country, and 
they claim, as their right, that the money 
which is liberally granted shall ve legally ap- 
plied ; and that the petitioners look with a 
confident hopeto the House, after their votes 
of the 8th and 10th days of April last, that, 
as constitutional guardians of their liberty and 
property, they will neither be deterred nor 
diverted from a fall and impartial wwquiry into 
all abuses, in whatever department they may 
exist; and that the inquiry now begua will 
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not cease, until all abuses in every public 
board be remedied, since so only will the 
minds of the petitioners be satistied, the cre- 
dit of the government be upheld, and thae 
free constitution be preserved inviolate, which 
is the sacred birthright of Enelishmen: and 
that Lord Viscount Melville, having been de- 
clared guilty of a high misdemeanour, by the 
vote of the House of the Sth of April, a civil 
action is inadequate tothe end proposed, and 
in itself incapable of satist)i 
of public justice. 


. 1 ] 
ly the demands 





Coventry;- 11th June. A petition of 
the principal inhabitants of the city and coun 
ty of the city of Coventry, was presented td 
the House, and read; setting forth, that it 
appears to the petitioners, dromo the Tenth 
Report of the Commissioners of Naval En- 
quiry, aud by the votes of the House of the 
Sth and 10th days of April last, decisions 
| which have excited the highest veneration 
| and gratitude in their breasts, that there has 
been the most gross and scandalcu, misappli- 
cation of the public money in the office of 
Lord Viscount Melville, with his privity 
and connivance; and the petitioners deem- 
ing it highly essential to the detect’on of fur- 
ther mal-practices, that every department of 
government should undergo a strict and ime 
partial scrutiny, and that every delinquent 
may be brought to exemplary punishment, 
| humbly intreat that the powers so wisely and 





| judiciously by the House intrusted to the 
said Commissioners, and by them so ably, 
iprightly, and indetatigably employed, may 
be continued, or, if thought necessary, tar- 
ther extended. 

Essux; June 17th. A petition of the 
noblemen, aud the humble petition of the 
gentlemen, clergy, and freeholders, of the 
County of Essex, convened by the high she- 
riff, at Chelmsford, the 28th day of May, 
1805, was presented to the House, and read ; 
setting forth, that the petitioners humbly 
feel, that it is no less their duty than their 
earnest wish and desire, to offer thar warm- 
est thanks to the House for their decisions 
on the 8th and 10th of April last; whereby 
they so clearly demonstrated, and justy cen- 
sured, the gross violation of Jaw, and t reach 
of public duty, commutted by Lord Viscount’ 
Melville whilst be held the office of Trea- 
‘surer of his Majesty's Navy; and the peti- 





“tioners further beg leave to express the «a- 


'tisfaction they feel in witnessing, by subdsc- 
‘quent votes of the Honcse, their determina- 
tion of prosecuting inquiries into a! other 
‘violations of law and abuses of public trort, 
which may have existed in any other ce- 
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partment. of the public expenditure; and. 


that, in the present situation of the empire, 
engaged in a war of. unparalleled expense 
and difficulty, the petitioners teel, that it 1s 
essentially necessary to insure the strictest 
application of the national resources to the 
great and important objects for which they 
are called forth; that they entertain the 
fullest persuasion, and it is their earnest wish 
and, prayer, that the House will exercise that 
control over the management of the public 
money which in their wisdom may appear 
necessary ; that they will persevere in those 
measures which they have already begun ; 
and that they will establish a system of just 
and prudent economy in every branch of the 
public receipt and expenditure. 


—- 





SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 
Kino’s MrssaGe. It will be remem- 
bered, that Mr. Grey had given notice of a 
motion relative to the state of our foreign 
affairs, which motion was to be made on 
Thursday, the 20th instant. On Wednes- 
day, for reasons that the reader will find no 
dithculty in discovering, a message, upon 
the same subject, was delivered from his 
Majesty to both Houses of Parliament. It 
was as follows: ‘* His Majesty thinks pro- 
*“ per to acquaint the House,. that the 
** communications which have taken place, 
“* and are still depending, between his Ma- 
“< jesty and some of the Powers on the Con- 
‘** tinent, have not yet been brought to 
‘* such a point as to enable his Majesty to 
** Jay the result of thena before the House, 
‘* or to enter into any further explanation 
** with the French government, consistent- 
** ly with ‘the sentiments expressed by his 
** Majesty at the openwg of the present 
‘¢ session: but his Majesty conceives that, 
** it may be of essential importance, that 
** he should have.it in his power to avail 
** himself of.any favourable conjuncture 
‘* for giving effect to such a concert with 
“‘ other powers, as may afford the best 
** means. of resisting the inordinate ambi- 
** tion of France or may be most likely to 
** lead. to a termination of the present con- 
‘* test, on grounds cqnsistent- with the per- 
‘* manent safety and interests of his Ma- 
** jesty’s dominions, and the security and 
“* iadependence of Europe. His Majesty, 
‘* therefore, recommends it to the House 
** ta consider of making provision for en- 
** abling his Majesty to take. such n:casyres, 
** and enter amto such engagements as the 
** exigencies of affairs may require.” 








This is very little more than word for word 
of what we were told last year at this time. 
Whoever heard before of “ ‘communications 


- 


“* still depending ?” Were there ever two 
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sentences, in which so little was said as in 
the two of which this message consists ? 
The message does, indeed, say nothing. 
But, who can ‘blame the minister? He 
can gay nothing. - He has done nothing upon 
the Continent; all the predictions of him- 
self and his partisans have proved false, 
aud all those of his opponents have proved 
true. These: latter always said, that, in 
such a ministry, our friends on the Con- 
tinent would sce nothing to confide in, and 
our enemies would see nothing to fear. The 
people were warned not to put their trust in 
a ministry composed of the Pitts and Dun- 
dases, whom, they were distinctly told, 
would waste the means of the nation with- 


| out effecting any great national purpose. 


_ Have they not done so ? 


Has not ull thet 


_ was foretold of them come to pass? ‘‘ What, 


* then,” say their partisans, ‘* would you 
“have the ministry changed. Would you 
** have the Pitts and Dundases and Cannings 
‘© aud Longs and Roses and the swarm of 
ef 66 x, 3 1s” d de li a? . 1] 
young friends” and underlings ; would 
** you have them turned out ?”’ | These are 


the questions that are asked; andthe persons 


who ask them really seen) to regard the places 


| as freeholds appertaining to the occupiers, to 





| father, the father, and the son. 


eject whom trom which they appear to 
look upon as a revelutionary act. Nor, 
when we come to reflect, shall we at all 
wonder that a notion like this is entertain- 
ed ; for, the Pitt-and Dundas clan have held 

assession so long, and have so closely ad- 
fered to the maxims of the clan, that the 
offices have descended from father to san. 
In several of the offices, there is the grand- 
We have 
kept them in till they have bred! No wonder 
that they cry out rebhery and murder against 
every ole who talks of achange. The Ac- 
dingtons made very little alteration. Not 
that they and their underlings (good God ! 
what must those haye been !) shad any aver- 
sion to share in “the fruits of a freehold 
office; but, wherever they attempted to 
take possession they met with a resolute 
resistance from the clan; and the Ac- 
dingtons were not in a situation to bring 
the thunder of the state to bear upon them. 
So that the clan has at this moment, a titiec 
founded.on a quiet possession of more than 


| twenty years ; and, while the present sys 


tem Jasts, while thex chief cap, with itn 
punity, lend the public money to mepabers 
of parliament without interest, and witl- 
out making any record of the transaction, 
the guiy danger that I cam perecive ae 
to be exposed to, is, that by some untowal 
accident the offices themselves may ¢cas¢ to 
exist—— Ah! you are a partyman. > 
the exclamation of those who are too +00 
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lent, too timid, or too base, to stir hand or 
tongue for the purpose of doing that which 
they cannot deny ought to be done. A party 
man! How can one avoid it, if all public 
mien are.classed in one party or another ? 
And, seeing that all public measures are pro- 
duced by public men, how can we ayoid 
preferring: one set of men to the other? 
That it ismerely owing to the men that we 
have obtained, and are like to obtain, no aid 
upon the continent, there is no positive 
proof; bat, ‘at'the time when the Pitts and 
Dundases returned to power, it was predict- 
ed-(and the reasons on which the prediction 
was founded were stated), that we should 
obtain no such aid. The contrary was as- 
serted by their partisans. The event has 
now decided the point. But, indeed, is it 
likely, that any power upon the continent 
should have confidence in men; whom they 
see constantly employed in expedients to pre- 
serve, uot-+their own power, but their cha- 
racters‘as honest men ? Is it at all likely, that 
the Einperor ‘of Russia, for instance, can re- 
ceive from his minister here such an account 
of the state of affairs, such a description of 
the means and stability of the minister as to 
indaeehim to enter imto any eugagements 
with us, in the consequences of which en- 
gazements the reputation of himself and his 
empire might be involved? Afd, is there 
any one who can fail to have perceived the 
-ettect, which the recent exposures must have, 
and must already have had, inthe opinion of 
foreigners, as to our uational resources ? The 
pompous descriptions given of these resour- 
ces, are now proved to have been false ; and 
that, too, by the declarations of the parties 
themselves, sometimes upon oath. Mr. 
Geytz; for instance, is, by this time, fully 
conginced, thatit was a'collection of false- 
hoods, upon which he townded his eulogium 
ou the Pitt system of finance, and his opi- 
nion-of the extent of our resources... How 
must Mr. Gentz have started, when he saw 
the ‘* first! financier in the world” in close 
council with the Contractor:and the Jew de- 
termining upon the emission of wind Li/ls! 


Or. Gentz,’ take my word for it, will write 


no-more ‘books in praise ofa system that re- 
quites to: be propped by'a ‘* grubs violation 
** of thelaw 3’ by lending:the public money 
to menvbers of parliament without interest. 


- Mr. Gentz will net be deceived. by any tiing 


that can now be said-upon that subject ; 
and, itawill be ssomething wonderful tif any 


- statesman upon thecontinent should again 


be open to such deception-——The french, 
in the mean time, are taking every opportu- 


nity of showing us, that hey thoroughly un- 
' derstand the nature of our situation, and that 
they entertain fur us adegree of contempt, 
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| which they regily appear to want words to 

express. They laugh at the negotiations of 
Mr. Pitt and Lord Mulgrave, and even at 
the warlike enterprises: of: these great cap- 
tains, Lord Barham and his worthy compeer 
Lord Camden. They never spoke with so 
much contempt of the late cabiget; and, in 
truth, Mr. Addington did show himself to be 
; an abler minister than Mr, Pitt. We have 
how seen them in circumstances epactly si- 
midar; and, in whatever department we 
look for a test of their abjlities, we shall Gnd 
the result greatly in favour of the former. In 
the 387 days that Mr. Pitt has been miuister 
we have had the Parish Army Bill euacted ; 
we have seev a Carr Project and a Gatamaran 
Project ;:.ave have been plunged into a Spa- 
nish war, which has let loose against us a 
fleet of twelve sail of the line; we have seen 
four of our West-Indiadslands inyaded and 
plundered ; and we now know that the fleets 
of France and Spain. are at sea, without 
knowing where they are or whither they are 
destined. "This is pretty well tor 387 days, 
with nothing to-balance agaist it, unless, in- 
deed, we were, which would be scarcely just, 
to ascribe the Tenth Report to the Pitts and 
Dundases. That must be acknowledged to 
bea great national biéssing. It bas given tis 


i 





hope of finally triamphing over corraption ; 
an enemy that has done us ten thousand 
times more mischiet than we ever received 
from the French and the Spaniards. There 
are, I imagine, but few persons who will in- 
Sist upon ascribing the merit of the ‘Lenth 
Report to Mr. Pitt, merely because the exa- 
minations were taken and the report drawn 
up since he returned to office; but, be that 
as it may J will not budge trom nay. opinion ; 
and, if it be just to impate the merit of the 
Tenth Report to him, then am I ready to 
confess, that, notwithstanding: all the cala- 
mities and disgrace of his 887 days ministry, 
it is a ministry the must auspicious that the 
country ever knew, 

Tux Francs. [here is not. room 
here to notice what occurred as to the seve- 
ral topics of the discussion on Thursday 
night, upon the motion of Mr, Grey ; but, 
J cannot pass ‘in entire silence over the state- 
ment of Mr. Pitt relative to the fimances of 
the country.«+—Mr. Greyhad described the 
annual expenditure as fac surpassing the in- 
come, und had reminded the smumsters of the 
promise:nade at the commencement of the 
-war, thatthe aunual supplies would not o>- 
vceed 26;000,000%, (inanswertowhich Mr. 
-Pitt said':oc¢ OF the state of) ourtifinances, | 
“can by:no means entertain those gloomy 
 ideds which the honourable gentleman ep- 
‘tertains. think, on the contrary, the 


r 








«* prospect they afford is highly ‘consolatory. 











050) 
“ As to the prom'se on which the honour- 
** able gentleman has insisted, I have to say, 
“* that I was not in office at the time it was 
“~ made, but Lam satisfied that if great and 
“ unerampled burdens had not been rendered 
“< necessary, the pledge would have been am- 
* ply fulfilled. Even if a sum of seven or 
“ eizht millions had been sufficient, the 
“ sinking fund would have covered it with- 
“ oot accumulating more debt. It is conso- 
“* ling and encouraging, that instead of ad- 
«« ding to our loans, we can raise by the 
‘* sinking fund, and the tares raised within 
“the year, no less a sum than twenty mil- 
“lions this year. This isa most flattering 
“ picture of the state of our resources, and 
«* the regular t of near ght millsons 
“< a year by the sinking fund, in spite of our 
“« accunsulated dificulties, is the best testi- 
** mony in favour of public credit. The be- 
** neficial effects of this system is needless 
** for me to insist upon, for they are felt in 
“* the general prosperity, industry and com- 
** fort of the people.” ** Sorely,”” said 
Dr. Primrose, upon hearing a bombastical 
rhapsody about the gony, or creation 
ot the world, “‘ Surely,” said he, “<I hare 
** heard those very words before, and just in 
** the order which they have -been now.de- 
“« jivered!” Whereupon, looking round in 
the face of the speaker, who should it be 
bat Ephraim Jenkinson, who had formeriy 
cheated him out of his horse Blackberry, at 
the fair, and who repeated, upon all such oc- 
casions, a set speech about cosmogony, which 
latter habit one cannot help calling to mind 
upon reading the’ above extract from the 
report of. Mr. Pitt's speech on Thursday 
last ; fer, the very words contained in that 





for twenty years past, excepting only the 
years 1803 and 1804. To-set about seriously 


answering 
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“< fice, and did mot attend in partiament, 
‘“‘ at the time that promise was made ; 
“* but, I am safisfed, that if great end un- 
“< exampled turdens hed uct been rendered 
“< necessary, the pledge would have been 
“< aembly fulfilied.”” TYnat is to say, if the 
money bad not been wanted, it would not 
have been called fer; which, as the pro- 
mise was, that the money would mot be went- 
ed, was the same thing as to say, that if the 
promise had not been broken, it would have 
been kept! This, if not quite nonsense is 
certainly very mear it ;. for, I can hardly 
suppose, that, notwithstanding what has re- 
cently come to light, be thought it necessary 
to declare, that the money had. not been 
applied to other purposes than those fer 
which it was raised———Of the Sinking 
Fond, uniess I had been in a mood more 
than commonly jocular, I should have taken 
no notice; but, | should hardiy-have refrain- 
ed from making some remark, on the refe- 
rence made to the ‘‘ comfort ef thiepeople,” 
as a proof of the flourishing state of our re- 
sources. Upon this subject, I think 1 must 
have asked hun, whether there being .more 
than a million of paupéers in England and 


Wales alone were as of comfort 
amozgst the people; and the numb<t 
of paupers having heen nearty doubled daring 
ry elfects of his system !—There is something 
in the close of this part of his speech which 


rather alarmed mc. He talked about ‘‘ re- 
‘ solutions soon to be brought forward by 
“< an honourable gentleman. of ability and 
‘“< accuracy well fitted for the task ;” and 
then, said he, ‘* 1 shali be able to shew the 
“« house, that the view -I have taken of the 
‘“< dinancial state of the country is by no 
‘* means delusive.” ‘This alarmed me ; be- 
cause, if there be any that. can continue 
to puzzle the minds of men, and, of course, 
to prolong the delusion, and thereby 
render it more fatal in its consequences, 't 
is this annual batch of financial-resolations 
tendered by some one of -the,Opposition ; 
in which resolutions. all the principles of the 
minister are solemnly recognised, the pow 
in dispute being confined to some trifling 
more or less in the detail, which, if the 
principles be admitted, is entirely 


. | the notice of any one whose mind is net 


nearly upon a level with that of a Jew broker. 








erred: at the begin- Jamarca. Thus pressed for room, Loo 

ning of the war, that the annual supplies | only request the reader to tura to page 947° 

would not exceed 25,000,0000L to which | where he will find a very important offcil 
Mr. Pitt answered: “ I was not in of- | paper relative to the afiaits.of this Island. 
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